RELIGIOUS SUPERSTITIONS DIE HARD: CRESCENT, JUPITER, VENUS, AND INFIDELS
The recent (for those of us in the Eastern US) conjunction between the moon, Venus, and Jupiter, drew appreciative reviews from Minnesota to Uganda and points in between.
Views in Asia got the smiley face. And viewers in Western Europe were treated to an acculturation when the moon slid in front of Venus for a bit.

Here, in Washington, DC , area, around 6 p.m., a thin layer of clouds passed, then there was a great scene of the moon, Venus and Jupiter close to each other. It wasn’t a smile, but a reverse of a smile. The moon tended to be on top of the other two. Then, the three started heading their separate ways.

Someone said the scene would be repeated, though not exactly, on New Year’s Eve; this time a conjunction of the moon and Venus.

About half a century ago, I was in Argo elementary school, near my village of Wadi Haj, where I was born and grew up, on the Nile River, in Northern Sudan, south of the borders with Egypt. I remember a similar conjunction, but only of a crescent and a star, and, at that time, I didn’t know Jupiter from Venus.

But, in our strongly Muslims community, we were told that the day a star would be inside the crescent, “Muslim will be victorious over infidels.”

For many years we would be looking for that to happen.

Only after I came to America and had a couple of children who were fascinated by the mere sight of a crescent, did I remember my village expectation of the day when a star would be inside a crescent.

One night, in a motel on 95 South going to Florida to send Christmas with my in-laws, were were looking up to a clear sky and saw the crescent very close Venus (I learned more by that time). Again, we talked about the “sign” of “victory over the infidels.” But, we realized that that sign will never happened, and never did. No star could be “inside” the crescent because the rest of the crescent was not an empty space, but the dark part of the moon.

I told my children to notice that flags of many Muslim countries had a star actually inside a crescent (Egypt used to have a flag with three stars inside a crescent). We concluded that superstitions sometimes defy nature.

